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Remember Two Principles 

Illness is Expensive
in Both Dollars

and Terms of Human Misery 

Infection Control,
or Prevention,

is Cheaper than Cure



TERM MEANS

Fomite A surface capable of supporting 

germs

Pathogen (PA-tho-jen ) Harmful bacteria, viruses, fungus 

and molds ðògermsó

Portal of Entry Route of infection into the human 

body

PPE Personal Protective Equipment to 

keep infection from contact with 

portals

Cross-Contamination Cycle Infection traveling from a host to a 

surface to another host.

MRSA (MUR-suh) Methicillin -Resistant staphyloccocus

aureus

Glossary



Cross-contamination is the process

of infectious microorganisms

being moved from a host to a fomite

and picked up again by a new host.

Cross-Contamination



Infected Individual

Hands, Body Fluids 
or Open Wound

Fomite
(Inanimate 

Surface)

Hands or Skin

Portal of Entry



Cleaning 

the UnseenHuman Hair

70 microns

Large Bacteria

4 microns

Virus

.025 microns

(needs cell to live)

Large Mold

12 microns

.3 micron 

industry 

air 

filtering 

standard

Cell or 

particle a 

virus might 

travel with



What does MRSA

Stand For?

Methicillin (an antibiotic)

Resistant (Pathogen has adapted 

successfully to the antibiotic)

Staphylococcus aureus (a 

common bacterium family)

Two strains with Differing Features:

CA=Community Acquired

HA=Hospital Acquired



o 94,000 infections 

annually

ð85% in healthcare 

settings ðHA-MRSA

ð14% òin community  at 

largeó CA-MRSA

o 19,000 deaths 

annually

ðPneumonia

ðBlood stream 

infections

ðWound infections

ðInfections from 

invasive surgery

MRSA is

a serious infection



}Skin-to-skin

ƁHand-to -hand
A very common process

ƁSkin to skin
For example, during 
contact sports like 
wrestling

ƁBandages 
If fluid is leaking or used 
bandage is touched

}Skin to a òfomite ó to 
another person

ƁContact  with handles
or other points where 
people share the same 
touch point

ƁContact with surfaces
such as tables, mats, 
desks, counters, chairs

MRSA

Transmission



o Handles

o Hand cuffs

o Toilet seats

o Bar soap

o Desks, counters

o Phones, keyboards

o Pens, pencils

Example Fomites

of Cross-Contamination

o Wrestling mats

o Exercise 

equipment

o Shower towels

o Sheets, pillows

o Shaving items

o Cafeteria tables

o Silverware

o Things touched!



o Scrapes

o Cuts

o Abrasions

o Wounds

o Eyes

o Nose

o Other mucous 

membranes

o Surgical incisions

Portals of Entry

for MRSA

Common portals

sometimes

associated with

other diseases:

Mouth

Lungs ðInhalation

Ear canal



What is Total Response?

Total ResponseÊ is an effective,

planned facility -maintenance,

health -risk reduction process.



What is Total Response?

The cycle begins with hygiene education and behavior 
modification
and continues through to
microbial -level cleaning effectiveness measurement .

Total Response utilizes new and safer methods
of Cleaning the UnseenÊ, and combines them
with new surface -treatment technologies
to reduce cross-contamination. 

The end results are lowered infection rates and medical 
expenses,
and reductions in absenteeism, lost opportunity
and overall cleaning costs.



1 ɀUtilize Awareness Education 
to Improve Habits/Modify Behavior

2 ɀEliminate Major Cross-Contamination Risks
with Automation and No-Touch Cleaning

3 ɀMake it Hard for Germs to Grow on Surfaces

4 ɀMonitor and Specify Hand Hygiene Practices 

5 ɀMeasure Microbial-Level Cleaning 
Effectiveness as well as Aesthetic-Level

5 Keys to Launch

a Successful

Total ResponseÊ



Treat Fomites Effectively

ÅProcedures for Cleaning the Unseen

ÅResidual control of Pathogens

Break Cross-Contamination Cycles

ÅAutomation (flushing, faucets)

ÅEliminate Handles on Dispensers (automatic)

Provide Personal Hygiene Opportunities

ÅHand Sanitizer Stations and Hand Washing

ÅSanitizing Wipes

Protect Building Care Staff

Å - No-Touch Cleaning

Å - Personal Protective Equipment

Physical Interventions



Warning,

Graphic Images Follow
o Because identification 

of MRSA is important

o Because of the 

seriousness

of the need for 

infection control

o The six slides that 

follow show MRSA 

infections. You may 

find them disturbing.

Yuk!



What does a staph 
infection look like?

Staph infections 
vary in 
appearance.



Staff infections 
may start out 
looking like a 
pimple, boil, or 
rash.

What does a staph 
infection look like?


